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3 years ago, I started this experience in which I 
didn’t learn only English, also an experience that 
helped me trust my intellectual abilities, be able to 
socialize and show a little more about me in another 
language. At the same time, I met people that I 
didn’t think I knew and now I have a really good 
friendship with them, Access is a program that I had 
the opportunity to enjoy, and the following was my 
experience:

THE BEGINNING: 2019

My school was summoned for a scholarship that 
was about learning in English, I was selected with 
a partner. The same day I went to present the 
interview to acquire this scholarship, I remember 
myself in a long row and I was really nervous, I 
entered the interview and there were a woman 
and a man sitting, they asked me questions and we 
talked about my personal life. A funny moment was 
when I entered; I had a sheet in my hand, that sheet 
fell to the floor, the wind took it away and I got even 
more nervous and my face was really red. After 10 
days the principals called me and they told me that I 
had been selected for the scholarship. This day I had 
my first class! They gave me a certificate of award.

My first teacher was really funny, she taught us a 
lot and we built a group union. I got to know my 
classmates, some of them at the moment are my 
friends. This teacher taught us the first semester 
we did activities, we learn English, talks with people 
from the United States and our first project. I did this 
project with my friends and was based on gender 
equality; we did a social experiment in public places.

The second semester we changed the teacher, the 
learning and the level was stricter, we only spoke in 
English and Elisabeth, a woman from United States, 
began to be part of our progress, she spoke about 
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her holidays, family, activities on Halloween and 
Christmas, she did a lot of funny activities with us. 
One day Elisabeth gave us some sweets from her 
country called “Candy Corn” (if you have curiosity 
the candy is delicious and their color is striking). As 
in the first semester, we did a project but with people 
that I didn’t talk too much. The name of this project 
was “Big seeds” and was about the use of the seeds 
of the fruits and all the things we can do with the 
them like crafts, crops and not to throw them away. 
We did some crafts, surveys and talks in our schools.

HERE ARE SOME PHOTOS ABOUT THAT PROJECT: 

  

 

Halloween came in October! we did a costume 
challenge. The person with the best costume won! 
And there was a small celebration with all of my 
classmates, we danced, and in the special celebration 
the snack was special too!

 

WHAT CHANGED FOR ME THAT YEAR (2019)?
In the first semester I was really shy and for this 
reason I got very nervous and I didn’t participate 
so much in class, I doubted about my learning, my 
grammar and pronunciation. With the time in the 
second semester, I felt more confident of myself, my 
pronunciation and grammar. I improved, to make 
mistakes, for me, was an opportunity to learn more 
and be able to be better, that was reflected when I 
expressed myself.

2020 WAS HERE!
A normal year started, all the world living their lives 
like another year, new goals, dreams and feelings.
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In the third semester, a lot of changes came, new 
teacher, some new classmates and another person 
left, new friendship and the English level increased, 
but suddenly everything changed. A virus (Covid19) 
arrived to my country, the classes became totally 
virtual and was impossible to return face to face 
quickly. Work and study became secondary the 
health was first for everyone. All these changes 
in our last year with the scholarship turned this 
experience really different.

The classes were on “zoom”, at the beginning our 
meetings were shorter than before but we kept 
having a good attitude. Always in all the classes the 
camera was on, we tried to participate always, days 
later we had meetings with Elisabeth to practice 
“leadership” the talks and activities also with the 
virtuality helped us to practice the language. We did 
some meetings with people from other countries 
like Egypt, Russia, Bangladesh and we knew a little 
of them, we shared a lot of nice activities, knowledge 
and a little bit of our lives. I became friend with a girl 
from Egypt, we made calls in that I told her things 
about my country, to someone who  I didn’t know 
anything about and she told me about her culture 
and country.

In our fourth and final semester the virtuality 
became normal for us, I missed face to face classes 

but the situation with the virus (Covid19) wasn’t 
encouraging. In this semester the teacher was the 
same and the English level was in the final details. 
Elisabeth gave us tips for aa test that we had to take 
to finish our program, we did activities together. The 
day of the evaluation arrived and it was a perfect 
opportunity to meet again with my classmates. 
There was little left to finish the program and we did 
a (virtual) camp, we had many activities together, 
we sang, danced, cooked, exercised and a final video 
of our process and journey.

We finished! They gave us our final certificate B1 
English Level, a complete process full of laughter, 
friendship, learning about everything, not only 
English but also values.

Totally unknown people who came together and 
formed a family, our dear Access family 2019-2020.

Our graduation was totally virtual, but with the 
same enthusiasm as always. Access taught me many 
things, I am really grateful for this opportunity and I 
hope all the people who come to this program enjoy 
it and have a lot of funny memories. I hope that they 
don’t have fear of failing or making mistakes, and 
they speak the language with confidence without 
shame and if you can share  your knowledge do it! Do 
it with love and always remembering your process.
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A new year 2021!

At the moment, after this experience I decided not 
leave the Colombo (our Binational Center in Bogotá) 
and I began to participate in their Facebook lives 
and meetings to people that finished their programs 
(Graduates).

 

In one occasion they told me one idea about volunteers 
as mentors of some people who are in programs 
similar to the one, I was, I joined this volunteering 
program as a mentor for 4 girls and we made calls, 
activities or challenges (#mentoringchallenge) in 
this space I also help them to clarify some issues 
they talk to me. Our schedule was divided, 1 week we 
have a meeting and other week we have challenges 
which we decide together or the organizers give us a 
specific challenge. It’s really fun to be there, to meet 
people who are starting their program like me in the 

past, I am sure that as me their lives will change. 

I usually practice English in those activities and with 
my friends that I made in the program we are very 
close.

Finally, I see myself two years ago (before I started 
the scholarship) and now I can assure that I feel 
confident in myself, in showing myself as I am, I can 
express myself better than before, I have had the 
opportunity to participate in exchange programs and 
know more about the world not only that surrounds 
me but also the ones that are far away from here. 
I was able to represent and show something from 
my country to people from different places through 
exhibitions.

 

Participating and always wanting to learn more is a 
good self-study habit I have acquired; we can’t stop 
learning just because the program ended. We can 
search for options where we help each other and 
help more people progress and we keep learning 
with those experiences.
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