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The Covid19 crisis caused severe impediments, 
thousands of unwanted deaths, major healthcare 
setbacks, massive unemployment, and learners 
out of schools across the globe. The pandemic 
has created the largest ever learning disruption, 
affecting 1.6 billion students worldwide which have 
brought a new challenge to teaching learning. The 
research found that school disruptions led to slower 
academic progress nationwide, especially among 
disadvantaged students.

A joint study conducted by the government’s Access 
to Information Program and UNICEF in last October 
revealed that the academic life of all the 4.18 
crore students of the country from the primary to 
university levels was affected badly by the COVID19 
outbreak. Lack of education will reduce the children’s 
earning capacity in the future and that will incur a 
loss of $ 7,4 billion over 45 years of their lifetime, 
according to a UNICEF report released recently.

Educational institutions remained closed on 
March 17, 2020. Around 4.18 crore students, 
academic life from primary to university level, 
and the livelihood of thousands of teachers have 
been hit hard, according to the studies. Prolonged 
closures of educational institutes in Bangladesh 
due to the COVID19 outbreak, will hit a group of 
learners becoming dropouts of school. Many non-
government and private educational institutions 
teachers lost their jobs or received partial wages 
as they did not get tuition fees regularly. They have 
been living a subhuman life along with their families 
amid the pandemic due to financial crunch.

It became impossible for the government to hold 
Higher Secondary Certificate [HSC], Junior School 
Certificate [JSC] Primary Education Completion 
examinations [PECE], and their equivalent exams in 
2020 due to the ongoing pandemic. Students were 
given auto–

promotion in the examinations. The situation is still 
uncertain for holding the current year examinations. 
Teachers and students became estranged for 
around one and a half years as in- person learning 
was halted. Learners have been undergoing severe 
mental stresses and trauma confining at home which 
is very disastrous. They have lost touch with the part 
of schooling that is slowing down their academic 
activities and growth. Many of the students have 
become addicted badly to the online game, caused 
great concern and worry among the guardians.

A significant number of students, especially the 
disadvantaged group can’t get access to the remote 
learning platforms due to Resource constraints – 
such as lack of devices, tools, and internet facilities 
which has also been creating a digital disparity and a 
huge gap in society.  A non-government organization, 
Campaign for Popular Education [CAMPE] showed a 
statistics in last October that 69 percent of primary 
and secondary students failed to attend the classes, 
broadcast on Sangsad Television, radio, and other 
online platforms. The statistics also showed that 58 
percent of the students had no devices. Power and 
Participation Research Center [ PPRC] and BRAC 
Institute of Governance and Development [BIGD] 
conducted a survey nationwide on 4940 households 
and finds that around 19 percent of learners in 
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primary and 25 percent learners at the Secondary 
level have been facing the risk of learning deficiency.

Manusher Jonno Foundation [MJF] revealed a 
statistics that some 13886 girls became the victim 
of child marriage during the last seven months of 
lockdown [April. 2020- October, 2020] last year in 
21 districts of the country. Around 1.7 percent child 
marriages took place in a day during the months that 
shows a dark scenario for the girls’ empowerment. 
Furthermore, the lack of sufficient trained teachers 
conducting digital teaching-learning, method, and 
evaluating the learners virtually during the ongoing 
lockdown has become a threat to the Universal 
Education policy of the government. 

So, it has become a great challenge for us to meet the 
target of SDGs by 2030 and the national target by 
2041 if the pandemic continues for more days. 

The pandemic has also created some opportunities 
despite the entire crisis. It adds value and has 
created deeper dimensions in teaching-learning. 
Digitalization has been accelerated in our national 
life which is a significant advancement to reach 
the vision of the country set by the Government in 
2009. The country has witnessed an unimaginable 
development of Information Technology [IT] which 
has facilitated interconnectivity not only among 
individuals but also among nations. ICT skills 
for remote teaching- learning platforms, online 
business and connecting office from home virtually 
have added a new dimension to our life. 

Digitalization has offered us ample scopes of learning. 
There are thousands of content, platforms. apps and 
materials are available to learn innovatively. There 
are plenty on the net to supplement or complement 
which are not in the books. It is the learning beyond 

syllabus and borders. The government introduced 
Sangsad TV and radio broadcasts for virtual classes 
soon after the pandemic. Teachers switched on 
remote learning platforms having no training at all. 
They like other frontline workers joined the fight 
against the virus attending the virtual platforms. 
Teachers have faced difficulties initially attending 
the class. With time, a section of teachers has become 
succeeded to set a new trend of virtual teaching- 
learning in the country. They almost adapted to 
the new normal situation. The government has 
been planning to set up a separate TV Channel for 
Education and a massive training program for the 
teachers on remote teaching-learning.

There were several remote learning platforms 
functioning at present in the country. Even the 
schools have launched their individual virtual 
platforms to connect the students. The government 
has introduced assignment based teaching-
learning in the schools aiming to keep the students 
concentrate on the learning process which adds a 
new dimension in education and develops deeper 
learning and professional skills.

The largest online teacher’s portal Access to 
Innovate [A2I] under ICT division, different remote 
learning schools and even the universities also have 
taken intensive measures for upskilling the teachers 
in remote teaching-learning and different teaching 
approaches during the pandemic.

Virtual the platform has also led the way of ‘Moving 
towards International Education and Exchange’ 
which has a huge advantage of learning creating a 
sense of internationalism among the teachers and 
learners.
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