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My Access story starts back at the end of 2015 when 
I applied for the Access scholarship. In the beginning, 
the only thing I wanted to was learning English. Very 
little did I know about the avalanche that was on my 
way in the coming years. I got admitted to the Access 
program in 2016 and there is where everything 
changed.  During my 2-year experience, I was 
introduced to whole new perspectives and horizons 
that I never thought I could be part of.

 In Access I learned about the importance of serving 
others and being proactive in my community. Service-
learning was a part I enjoyed and that eventually 
led to very successful projects in my town such as 
a tourism project and a cleaning project that were 
supported by our municipality. Aside from projects 
and English skills, Access personally helped me to 
be more confident, to challenge myself to get out of 

my comfort zone, and to look for solutions rather 
than problems. This was the first time that the idea 
of dreaming big sounded possible to me. When I 
graduated from the program, I thought everything 
was over and all that was left for me was getting back 
to my normal lifestyle.

 In 2018 I made the decision to apply to the SEAL 
scholarship. A scholarship focused on teaching and 
service-learning skills. Around May of the same year, I 
was accepted, and that year felt like a “game-changer” 
to me. Thanks to the SEAL program I became an 
English teacher and met wonderful teachers and 
classmates that eventually turned to be more like a 
family and such splendorous support in my life.

 In 2019 I was offered to be a volunteer in AJEDE and in 
the administration of the English Language Programs 
in my city. That decision was an unexpected gateway 
to bigger opportunities. Later that year I had the 
opportunity to meet the US ambassador in Guatemala 
and to be a teacher in one of the programs.

 Currently, I am the sub-coordinator of AJEDE in my 
city and I also co-coordinate international book clubs 
and programs between California State University 
Bakersfield and the English Language Programs in 
Guatemala. When I look back and reflect on what 
my life has been in this past 6 years, I can say that I 
never thought I would be doing what I do now. Access 
program is a life-changing experience.

Access Program : A life changing experience
Miguel Chenal

Access Alumni, Guatemala

Adoption of Contemporary research 
Concentrating Education, Science & 

Social Studies



February 12, 2017, GEIST International foundation has been pledge bound in ensuring the overall development of the 
society by overcoming the long-standing problematic factors that constrained the wheel of development. GEIST is 
fundamentally the outcome of the collaborative initiatives of the State alumni in Bangladesh. These alumni, mostly 
teachers, were selected for different exchange programs by the U.S. Department of State through some rigorous 
processes. Their visits to different institutions across the country instilled them with distinct skills and knowledge. Upon 
their return from the programs, the alumni have been cascading their achievements to make a meaningful impact back 
to their communities. Working as a non-profitable charitable organization, in last four years, GEIST has been growing up 
as a much trusted platfrom of shared growth in the global State alumni community and others. Evidenced by some 
remarkable programs, it has embraced the legitimate voices, needs and interests of scholars and learners from over 
forty countries representing six continents. 
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